Darwin will be home for me always.
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by Phillippa Butt

He lost three family members in a house fire, suffered burns to 40 per cent of his body, and was in Royal Adelaide Hospital for more than a year, but Tim Thurtell is detirmined to keep Darwin his home.

The 35-year-old was sleeping in a house in the Kulaluk community in Coconut Grove when it caught fire in late 2014. 

Three other people in the house, a 29-year-old man, a 48-year-old woman and a 50-year-old woman were killed.

Two of these people were Mr Thurtell's partner and little brother from the Tiwi Islands.

His physical scars are obvious – all of his fingers were amputated, he's had to have ongoing reconstructive surgery, he has plugs stitched into his nose to help him breathe, he has no ears, and all of his teeth were pulled out to stop the risk of infection. The burns have left him with no sweat glands, whch means he's unable to regulate the heat in his body, making Darwin a very hot place to be.

But what lies beneath the surface is the real struggle.

“I get angry all the time, especially when I think about the fire and why wasn't there any help,” Mr Thurtell said.

“They (other people in the community) were too f...... busy sitting around drinking to do anything. I really miss the people I lost in that fire. And I want to know why I'm here, why aren't they?”

Now rebuilding his life, Mr Thurtell has had the help of the Julian Burton Burns Trust and National Australian Bank.

Last week NAB rebuilt his backyard, providing him with a table and chairs, pot plants, and a lawnmover.

Inside, the bank also provided a portable airconditioner to help with the Darwin heat. 

Although he has a stable home to himself in [the Palmerston suburb of] Gray, he finds it difficult to get to and from the hospital.

“I hate the hospital, and I hate the bus,” he said.

“I'd rather be at home relaxing in my own castle, and drinking beer.”

When he's not at home, Mr Thurtell finds solace in spending time with family members.
